
T E A C H  Y O U R  C H I L D  T O  C O M M U N I C A T E  F O R  A  V A R I E T Y  O F
P U R P O S E S  U S I N G  G E S T U R E S  A N D / O R  S I G N  L A N G U A G E

early communication skills

1
G E T T I N G  B A S I C  

N E E D S  M E T
R E Q U E S T I N G

2 3

Gestures: Point to bowl,

cup, or snacks in pantry,

smack lips for eating

ASL signs: eat, drink,

water, milk, spec. foods

4 5 6

S O C I A L  R O U T I N E S

   Gestures: Teach your child

to wave hi/bye, give high

fives and fist bumps, and

blow kisses for "I love you"

ASL signs: love, hug

Gestures: Point to 

items they want, reach

up to be picked up

ASL signs: want,

please, more, open

4
S H O W I N G  &

S H A R I N G
A S K I N G  F O R

H E L P

5 6

Gestures: Hold up

items to show your

child, hand items to

them during play and

show them what to do

P R O T E S T I N G

   Gestures: Teach your child

to shake their head or hold

up a hand for STOP

ASL signs: no, stop, all done

Gestures: Give an item

to someone for help,

pull someone over by

the hand to get help

ASL: help, fix, open

4 5 67
A S K I N G

Q U E S T I O N S
A N S W E R I N G

Y E S / N O

8 9

Gestures: Hold hands

out to side, palms up

ASL signs: what, where

C O M M E N T I N G

   Gestures: Point to show,

touch your ear when you hear

a sound, wave hand for hot

ASL signs: see, big, little, hot

Gestures: shake or nod

head

ASL signs: yes, no
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